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bring us to precisely the same results as it did in
former years, and plunge us again into a chronic
deficit I fail to see that the reductions which we
have effected have impaired the efficiency of the
public service in any particular. A great many
unnecessary works have been stopped or postponed ;
the mania for brick and mortar has been checked, and
a general feeling in favour of economy seems for the
moment to prevail/l

The necessity for keeping down the expenditure
as the one great source of stability in the finances,
pressed heavily upon him during the last weeks of
his life. ' What are we to do/ he wrote at the end
of 1871, 'to keep our finances right? We have to
reduce expenditure; we have to re-adjust our railway
rates ; we have to consider the great question of salt;
we have to try and bring opium to something like
an equable source of income over a series of years ;
we have to watch our land revenue, and to decide the
great question as to [land] Settlements. Increased
taxation is almost impossible; but it is within our
power [by means of economy] to carry on our Public
Works without borrowing on the gigantic scale of
late years/

* I am convinced/ he wrote just before starting on
the voyage from which he never returned, 'that it
is our duty to continue our exertions in favour of
reducing, with untiring zeal That the status quo
as regards our taxation, is one which it is impossible
to maintain. That if by putting down all unnecessary

xTo the same, i$th March